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BELLE GROVE - Lo

Estate of Willism Mason Smith and Norman Mayer, New Orleans, la.

Architsot =

Probably Jamss Gallier, Sr.

Builder

John Andrews (contractor not lkmown) 18857

Present Condition

Ruinous

Number of Stories

]Two_stories, basement and attic.

_Materials of Construction

"Brick, stucecoed to resemble stone. Slate roof. Marbls sftsps.

Gther. Exlsting_Records

Report on Belle Grove FPlantation, William R. Hogan, Historlo
S8ite Survey, National Park Serviecs, Department of the
Interior. Court Records of Ibervills Parish, Court House,
Plaquemine, Louisiana, Phetearaphs bey Tebbs m Metropsiidam
Muge wna .«

Additional Data

Bslle Grove, one of the largesﬁ country housss built in
Louisiana prior to the Civil War, well represents. the magnifigsnee
and luxuriousness that we assoclate with the sugar plenter of the
period that culminated in ths Civil War, and, though at times it
has looked as if this life mmy egain be resurrected, ths present
day ruins of Bells Grove tell in no uncertain terms that the era
15 olosed.

Built in 1857 by Joln Andrews, a Vifginian who came to Louisiana
about 1830, Belle Grovs was sold in 1868 for §50,000.00 to Henry Ware,
in whose family it remsined until the gradual bresk-up of the planta-
tion efter 1910, Iis architsctural Interest centers definitely in

its leanings towards Viotorisn thought that wes then finding 1ts way .
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’ _into Louisiena and hee left & period that is little appreoiated end A

not at all ﬁnderstood. The Greek Revivel had culminaﬁed in.planta.-
tions like kaidwood mnd Woodlawn (HA.BS No. La.. 20} in Bayéu_ Lsafourche ,
some fifty miles awsy, both Ameri.c.én vaersione c_:_'f Greek ﬁrohiteéture, '
but in Belle Grove the stately portico of Corinthian oolumnsg with i‘f.s
entrance stairway of marble suggests more the English idee of (Classic
architeoture, while the ploturesque grouping of the service bui ldings
and the curved ends of the drawing rooms are definite indications of
the new Victorian ere. Section IX of A. J. Downing's Iandséape Gar-
dening and Rurel Archite.aot.ure_- by. A, J. Downing -~ Wiley & Futnem,
Publishers - 1844, may help to explaiﬁ this house.

The sebting of Bélle Grove is mot impressive; perhaps the period

. we.s too late for the formsl baokgrounds of the earlier period and, if

the grounds were informailly landscaped, no traces exist, for to-day e
pasture with en occasionel group of trees separates the house from the
river road. However, neither do old pictures or maps show extensive
gardens and there are no traces of the race-track of the Waree.

The scheme of Belle Grove is informal - a two-story building on
a ;aised bagement; the entrance, accentuated by a pedimented portieco
oarrying through the roof line of & Greek Temple, dominﬁtes the mass.
A wing to the right has the same portico, but is subordinated by
omitting the pediment and the staira. To the rear is a lower wing
(now demolished) tied to the house by the circular stair. To the
left is the one-story and basement servioe wing which piles up pic-
tﬁfesquely ageingt the horizontal roof lines of the pseudo temple.

'
. The interior plenning is noteworthy for the spaoicusness of its



- rooms and particulafly for‘ﬁhe modern way in which the various parits are
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releted. The entrenoe is not on the axis of the portico, but is to
the”side, a5 wes custbmar§ in many domestié Greek Revifal houses. A
wide hall whioh leads to the circulaf stalrosse in the rear separates
the living quarters from the service section. The main bedroom was
on the first floof with a dressing room and reception room; there was
also a bedroom off the library, which had acoess to the ground by e
smell staircase probably of wood. The second floor had six bedrooms
with olosets end dressing rooms end so divided by halls as to give a
privaoy not found in other plentation houses. The living rooms, ser-
vants' rooms, and particularly the water closet were luxuries that were
only found in the larger houses of New Orleans. The drawing room,
parlor, dining room and halis are elaborately detailed with pilasters,
cornices, snd centerpieces in the style of the late Greek Revival.
These same debtails mey be found in the neighborhood end in many of
the o0ld houses of Wew Urleans. The mantels are gons; the writer from
memory remembers them as of black marble and of late Greek Revival
detail and with oast iron fecings end grates.of Gothic Heviwval design.
The walls wore not white as was the oustomn, but were light yellow,
blue, or rose, of which traces may still be found. The interior doors
were grained (imitation oak) and the woodwork was painted whife with
a base of lavender rose, as was also the interior boxes of the window
blinds. This painted bage is found in the homes of 1830 - Hurst
Stauffer House, The Shadows (I&BS No. le. 75).

The structure of Belle Grove is brick cemented and painted e pale

lavender rose. Scaling the wash, it is evident thet the: plaster was




painted first blue, then pink, with a final wash of lavender. Ou the -
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columns the blue was omitted. The original color must have been much

strongef a3 these colbrs wére applied with what sppesars to be s lime

wash. The celumns of the porticoe are also of cemented brieck, but the

ceps are ocarved cypress, the order from the Temple of Lysiorates. The

~exterior woodwork. is painted a yellow olive green and the window sash

striped in red.; The balconies are of wood held on carved brackebs and

with eist iron railings of pastterns common in New Orleans, as also wasg

the versndah of the rear wing. Ths roof is of purple snd blue slate

probebly from Vermont or Penmsylvanig, though the ridge tiles have the
mark - "C. Davison & Co., banufTS,, Hawarden Flintshire". The flashings
ere of copper, end in the lest few years, slight repeir to this roof
would have saved the building.

James Gellier, 5r. 1s oredited with beinp the arohitect, bui as
he had rebtired when Belle Grove was built, it is probeble that his
son or his office handled the work. The detsils of the woodwork and
meny of the plen arrengements are similar to those of the City Hall in
Kew Orleens and the Elkin- Henderson House, both sttributed to Gallier,
Sr. The execution of the ecarving of the wood Corinthian ceps is ex-
cellent, and followed minutely Greelk examples. A copy of Stuart snd
Revett was in Gellier's library. These cajs are still in position and
only one on the north side of the entrance portico shows signs of
deterioration. The plaster centerpleces were as well executed, bub
none remain ; having been pulled down by vandals.

To-day Eelle Grove is a wreck; the windows end ironwork are gone

end the mantels and furnishings were sold at auecbion in 1925, “The
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rear wing collapsed or was torn down. The maln mass still stands, but

large cracks are.evident in the south portico which is supported on a
base of elliptigai_arches. No doubt the foundation is sliding eway
from the main building;

Slowly this syﬁbol of louisiana's prospeﬁ@y before the War dis-
integrates; and, on.a rainy dey ﬁith water dripping from the cellings

in many pleces, you know that Belle Grove will be soon ancther memery.

GATA HOT CCUIPILED AMD KOT GUARARTEED
BY LIBAARY OF GONGRESS
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THE FOLLOWING IS AN ESTATE INVENTORY
. MADE AFTER THE DEATH, ON SEPTEMBER 6, 1808, OF JAMES A. WARE

(RECORDS QF 21ST JUDICIAL GOURT, NO. 175, IBERVILLE PARISH, LOUISIANA).



Art. 4,
Art. 5.
Art. 6.
Arte 7.
Art. 8.
Art. 9.
Art.10.

Art.ll.

. Art,12,

Art. 13.

Artasl4d,

Art.15.

Art.16.
Art.1%.

Art.18.

Art.19.,

Art.20.

Art.2l.
Art.22.

Art,.23.
Art,. 24,
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- PLANTAT ION MOVABLES
Eighty Eight Mules were appraised .
at 8125,00, ea. £11000.00
Eighteen 4 mule Carts, were
eppraised at $50.00 each, 900.00
Two & Mule Carts, were appraised :
at $10.00 ea. " 20,00
Twenty Five.2 Horse Plows, were
appraised $6.00 ea. ; . 150,00
Seven 4 Horse Plows, were aeppraised :
%310.00 [=1:°% : 70.00
Four 4 Horse Double M. B. Flows,
appraised $12.00 ea. 48,00
8ix 2 Horse Double M. B. FPlows appraised
$12.00 sa. 72.00
Three Listers appralsed $25 Q0 ea, o 78,00
Twelve Megnolia Cultivetors
appraised $25.00 ea. 300,00
Fourteen Wellking Oultivatars
eppraised $12.50 ea. 176,00
Ten Riding Gultzvators
eppraised $15.,00 ea. 150,00
Seven Stubble Diggers '
appraised $20.00 ea. 140.00
One koad lachine sppreaised $75.00 ea. 75,00
Gears for 88 ilules Lot appraised
$100,00 ea. 100.00
One Lot Hose and Shovels appraised
$20,00 oa. 20,00

$13,295,00

HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS
1Iot Parlor Furniture, consisting
of 27 pes. upholstered, sofes and
chairs, appraised at $300.00
1 Marble Top Center Table
and scarf appraised at 15,00
1 Silver Henging Basket " 12.00
1 Liguor Set, 24 pes. " "
in ocase 10.00
1 Pr. Figures " b 10,00
2 idgrble Statuettes, w " 40,00
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Art.
Art,
Art.
Art.
Art.

Art,
irt,
Art.
Art.
Art.
Art.
Art.
Art.
Art.
Art.

Art,
Art.,
Art.

Art.
Art,
Art.
Art.
Art.
Art.
Art.
Art.
Art.
Art.
Art.
Art.

Art.
Art.,
Art.
At‘t.
Art.
Art.
Art,

Art.

25.
26.
27.
28,
29,
30.
31,
32.
33,
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

39.
40,
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
48.
47.
48.

49.
50.
51.

52.
53.
54,
55.
56.
57,
58.
59.
60.
8l.
62.
63.

64.
85.
66.
a7.
a8,
69.
70.
71,

Statue of Venue
Bronze Clock

Pr. Bronze Candelabra,
Pr, Gless Cendelabra,
Decorated Flates, Lot

Red Glase Lemp,
Etagere, '

Pr. Statuettes
Decoreated Vase,
Decorated Flates,
Glasé'Dish, on frame,
Ornaments, shelle etc.
1 ¥resl end Water color
Painting :

1 Jwsioc Cabinet

1 Lemp

1 Bronze Statue (Cerrier)
& Well Lemps,

1 8tand lemp

1 Small Table

1 Small Tri-éngular Table
22 cupe and Saucere
Plated Tea Pot.

1 Cane Easel and Water
Color Painting

3 cane seat Chaire

HFOHFREHHFFOHEH

2 Hural Faintings, "Triebal"

1 Porcelain Fainting
"Coptive Princesses"
£ Colored Engravings,
Valenoes,

prs. Lece Curteine
Velences,

Fre. Curteing
Windew Shadse
Merble Top Table
Decorated Flates,
Cut Glaee large Bowl
Orgen

large Vase

Peir Silver Candle
ticks

¥r. Urns,

Bronze Candlestiok
$mall Lemp

Pr. Statuettes,
Vasa

Decorated Jug,
Small Marble Top Table
tetal Lamp

CHHFEFHFFOGHFOGWRWNN
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ilarble Top Table and Scarf

appraised et
) " n

©  Louieians - 36 | A
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50,00 - Lo
20,00 u

150,00
75,00

100.00
15,00

7.00
50,00
7.00
4,00
4,00
5.00
20.00

25.00
20.00
5.00
100.00
10.00
7.00
12,00
10.00
15.00
12.00

25.00
25.00
100.00

800,00
30.00
200,00
50.00
75,00
60.00
25,00
15000
30,00
100,00
80.00
10.00

2.50
15.00
10.00

2.00
£20.00

4.00

2.00
15.00
10.00
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Art, 72. 2 Teble Mirrors, - o ~ Appraised ab 4.00 i-
Art, 73, 1 Pr. Cut Glass Veses e " 20,00
Art., 74. 3 Small Cut Glass Bowls - " " 24,00
Art. 76. 2 Decorated Plates, o " " 25,00
Art, 76. 1 Lerge Center Table & Scarf " " 30,00
Art, 77. 1 Decorated Lemp S B " 12.00
Art, 78. 1 Decorated Tea Set, " " 30,00
Art. 79. 6 Decorated Plates, " n 200.00
Art. 80, 1 Fruit Dish, " " 5,00
Art., 8l., 5 Cut Glass Bowls " " 25,00
Art. 82. 1 Silver Set (12 Tea Sppons) " " 40,00
Art., 83, 1 Pigh%3et, 3 pes. " " 30,00
Art, 84. 13 Pes. Silver Spoons &c. " " 25.00
Art, 85, 2 Ash Trays, " " 2.00
Art. 86. 1 Dining Table n " 100.00
Art, 87, 1 Yellow Lamp i " 12,00
Art, 88. 1 Decorated Stein, " " 1.00
Art. 89. 1 Decorated Pitoher, " " 8,00
Art, 90, 1 ®puit Dish, " " 5,00
Art, 91. 1 Glass Pitcher " " 1.00
Art, 92, 1 Chine Closet " " 40,00
Art. 93. 113 Decorated Pletes, Lot " " 600,00
Art, 94. 2 Glass Pitohers " b 4,00
Art. 95. 2 Decanters n # 3.00

- Art., 96. 2 Spoon Holders, " " - 4,00
Art. 97. 4 Glass Dishes " " 10.00
Art. 98, 1 large Decorated Dish oo 10.00
art., 92. 1 Decorated Fruit Vish i " 5,00
Art.100. 2 Sauce Bowls " n 8,00
Art.101, 2 lLarge China Pruit Dishes, " " 25,00 .
Art.102. 2 Decorated Pitchers " " 4.00
Art, 103.1 lot Asst. Coffee Souvinier :

Spoons and Basket " " 12,00
Art,104, 1 Lot Small Glasses - " " 4,00
Art,105. 1 Lot Decorated Cups

and Saucers " " 20,00
Art.106. 1 Lot Sugar Bowls,

Pitchers, etc. " " 15,00
Art.107. 1 Glass Punch Bowl, " " 10.00
Art.108, 2 each. colored Gless

Pitcher & Bowls " " 20,00
Art,109. 1 inlaid Table " " 12.00
Art.110., 1 Chins Fish 8et 115 pes. " o 100.00
Art., 111.1 Pr. Bronze Candlebrs " n 100,00
Art,112. 3 Decorated Flates and

Fremes ) u n 60.00
Artdl3. 1 Small Clook " " 1.00
Art.114. 1 Small Squere Iable # " 10.00
Art.115. 1 China Decorated Lamp _ N " 700
Art.118. 2 Rockers, Leather Seat, ' " N 30.00

Art,117. 2 Oil Paintings, . " " 10C.00
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Art. 118. 2 Valences, o  Appraised at S 200,00
Art. 119. 2 lace Curtains " " 25,00
~Art, 120, 1 Wall Candlebra with mirror it " . 7400
Art. 121. 1 Lot Carpets amnd Rugs, " " 100.00
Art. 122. 11 Engravings, " " 40.00
Art. 123, 1 Extension Dining Table " b 40.00
Art. 124. 1 Hegter oon " 20,00
Art. 125, 1 Oak liarble Top Sideboard " " 200.00
Art. 126, 1 Walnut HMarble Top Sideboard ® ! 200,00
Art. 127. 1 Small ilerble Top Sideboard " " 75400
Art. 128, 1 Large Oak China Closet " 4 200.00
Art. 128. 1 Small China Closet u " 40,00
“Art. 130, 2 Cene seat Armchairs " * 15.00
Art, 131. 2 Cane BSeat Chairs " " 10,00
Art. 132. 2 Small Tebles " ! ' 20.00
Art. 133. 1 Chest Silver Ware, ¥ . 400,00
Art. 134. 1 Water Cooler, " " 15.00
Art. 135, 1 Pink lenp " " 10,00
Art, 136. 1 Pr, Silver Plated Candlebrs " " 5,00
Art. 137, 1 Clook, v " 5.00
Art. 138, 1 Brass Lamp, " " 2450
Art. 139, 1 Decorated Lamp, " " 5400
Art. 140. 1 Large Red Lamp : " " 10,00
Art. 141. 1 Lot of Glass Ware in _ '
Dining Room Lot, " # 1172,00
Art. 142. 1 Lot of China Ware including
Dinner Sets ebc. &c in Dining
Room " " 435,00
Art., 143. 1 Lot Silver and plated
Were in Dining Room v " - 600,00
Art. 144, 5 Framed Piotures in
Dining Room " " 15,00
Art. 145, 1 Lot Table Linen M " . 30.00
Art. 146. 1 Het Rack " " 25.00
Art. 147, 1 Lounge " " 12,00
Art. 148, 1 Marble Top Table ¥ ! 15,00
Art, 149, 1 Hall Cloock " " 100.00
Art. 150. 2 Lerge Jardinieres " " 25.00
Art. 151, 1 Umbrella Stand " " 10,00
Art. 152. 1 Pedestal and Statue " " 50,00
Art. 153. 1 idural Painting 1 " 50.00
Art. 154. 1 Set 5 Paintings " " 250,00
Art. 155, 1 Engraving " " 7450
Art. 156. 1 Small larble Top Table " " 12.00
Art. 157. 2 Book Cases & g lot of
{{iscellaneous Books " " 600.00
Art. 158. 6 Jardinieres " " 90.00
Art. 159. 4 Lemps " " 20,00

Art, 160. 4 0dd Bowls and Vases " " 20,00
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. - Art. 161. 1 Wicker lounge and two ' -
- ' o Rockers Appraised at ’ 24,00
Art. 162. 1 OUblong Center Table " " : 12.00
Art, 183, 12 Lamps " " ' 8.00
Art. 164. 1 Chiffonier, Harble Top " " 20,00
- Art. 165, 1 Lerge Square leble, " " ' 50.00
Art. 166, 1 Osk Armchair o 20,00
Art, 167. 1 lot Bric-a-Brac u " 15,00
. Art. 168, ‘1 Pr, Portieres
Art, 169, 1 Set Furniture & Contents,
Dec'd. Bed Room, lot 200,00
Art, 170, 1 Lot Furniture &c contents
of Resr room, Lot f " 150,00
Art, 171. 1 Lot Furniture &ec lirs. '
J. A, Ware's room " " 200.00
Art, 172. 1 Oek Armeir ; " 26,00
Art, 173, Painting "Seth Warner" " " 100.00
Art, 174, 3 Coples of Paintings " " 36.00
Art. 175. Contents of Offioe,
Furniture, Desks &c. " " 150.00
Art, 176, Contents of 2 Upstairs
Rear Rooms " " 100.00
Art. 177. Contents of Roonm over
Mrs. Ware's room " " 200.00
Art, 178. Contents of Room of .J. S.
. Ware's Room and Bath room " " 330.00
Art, 179, Contents of Bed Room over
Parlor " " 250,00
Art. 180. Contents of kiddle
Bed Room " " 300,00
Art. 18l. Contents of Hall
Upstairs n " 125,00
Art, 182. Contents of Kitchen, n " 75.00
TOTAL HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS $12211.00

NOTE: The above Household Effects in ths Belle Grove Resi-
dence, embraces separate property of sald irs. J. A, Ware
as well as property belonging to said Community, - no ef-
fect having been made at this time to separate one from

the other, - and the signors reserve all their rights in
and to the seme.

HORSES, CATTLE AND SHEEFP

Art. 183, 4 Head Horses, Appraised at $100.00 ea. $400.00
Art, 184. 35 Head Horned Cattle, Lot Appr'd at 700,00
Art. 185. 90 sheep, Lot Appraised at 180,00

TOTAL HORSES, CATTLE AND SHEEP . + & + + o . . $1280.00
MERCHANDISE

Art, 186, Stook of lierchandise, Dry Goods,



Art.

Art.

Art.

Art,

187.

188.

189.

180.

- Louisisna
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Grooeries, and Flantetion

Supplies contained in Plantation
Btore on said Bslle Grove Plantation
Appraised at '

8TOCK

1 Certificate No. B-2867, for 100

Shares of $100.00 each, of the

Cormon Stock of the Hew Urleans

Reilwey & Eight Co. in the name of

James A. VWere, dated Aug. 26, 1907,
: Appralsed at

RIGHTS AND CREDITS

An aocount due by Lovinski Hehert &
sons, for 1507, amounting to
$1367,05, was appraised at

An aocount due by J. P. Bourgeois
for 1907 amounting to $891.91,

was appreised at

Amounts due by Flantation Tenants,
Lovinski Hebert & Sons, J. F.

Boudreaux, Frenk ilartines and Bavarre &
Iddle, for &/C Advences 1908, aggregating
$2000.00, were appraised at

'-':ﬁ%VV{gidé-vﬁ_
T;f}-: :

$%250,00

$1300.00

883,50

891.91

2000.00
$3575.41
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(Lot of 26.28'acrés, on wWhich is situated the Belle Grove

residence)

Conveyance Records
¥ol. 50, Entry 32

. jugust 24, 1926

Conveyence Records

Vol. 47, Entry 571
Jen, 26, 1923

Conveyanoe Record
Vol, 40, Entry 313
June 2, 1809

Conveyance Records
Vol. 14, Entry 368
Oct, 1, 1880

Conveyanoe Records
Vol. 14, Entyy 47
Feb, 26, 13739

Conveyenoe Records
Vol. 9, Entry 42
Jan. 23, 1868

Conveyenoe Records
Vol. P., Bntry 37
July 14, 1835

Conveyanoe Records
Vol. R., Entry 372
April 12, 1837

COHARE

LA
ot Wiiea, v
L

Williem Meson Smith, Sr. and Hormen Meyer,

acquired from Cecil G. Robinson.

Ceoil

G. Robinson aoguired from Iberville Plant-

ing Co., Ine.

Iberville Plenting Co

. from J, Stone Wars.

e, Inc, acquired

J. Stone Ware acquired from Suocession
of James A. VWere.

Ware,

John N, Ware and James A, Ware asc-
quired from Henry Ware.

John Andrews acquired. from

Christopher Adams and his creditors,
Judicial Sale,

John Andrews acquired from
Thos, B, Ives.
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' PHOTOGRAPHS - by Richard Koch snd Beal Chambers

WATER COLORS - by Alvyk B. Cruise

DESCRIPTIVE DATA ~ by Richard Koch

_Approved by - RICHARD KOCH, DISTRICT OFFICER

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY IN LOUISIANA
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KEY TO COLOUR CHARTS OF BELLE GROVE PLANTATION , _
B . au- Wricav
" i ]
‘EXTERIOR
Wells " Window Sash Woodwork Door Penels
Hoo 14 Mo, 13 ¥o. 16 No., 16
INTERIOR
: FIRST FLOOR COLOUR NUMBERS
" ROOMS - '

: WALLS { CEILING | CORNICE | BASEBOARDS | BLINDS | OFHER WOODNGRK
Drawing Room 5 5 10 10 White
Parlor B 5 10 10 White
Main Hall 5 k) 10 10 White
Reception Room 5 5 10 10 White
Dressing Room g 9 10 10 White
Bedroom No., 1 1l 1 White White 10 White
Dining Room 2 2 White Thite White
Housekseperé Roon 4 4 | amera 12 e i2
Servents Waiting Ru. | White| White | em=w= White 11 White
Sorvents Bedroom No.2 | VWhitel Vhite ———— WWhite 11 White
Servants Bedroom No.l 3 3 — e White 11 White
Bathroom 6 8 | mmea- White 11 White

| SECOND FLOOR COLOUR NUMBERS
ROOMS
WALLS |CEILING | CORNICE { BASEBOARDS | BLINDS | CTHER WOODWCRK]
Bedroon No. 3 White| White | White 10 10 White
Bedroom No. 4 Thite|] White White 10 19 White




ROOMS

CEILING

WALLS CORNICE| BASEBOARDS OPHER WOODWORK

Bedroom ¥o. § Wnite | White | White 0 | | Mnise |
| Bedroom Wo. & g | Wnhite | White 9 10 [Wnite
Closets 9 Vhite | =~ww== _9 10 _ ’ﬁh‘i.te
Linen Room Wnite | White | =---- White |11  |Wnite.
Bathroom 9 White | =w=—= 9 11 {White
Main Hell 7 White | | 10 10 White
Resar Steir Hall 7 White |i==—== - 8 White

(Wainscot)
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